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Senior Sing A-Long Awarded Grant from the Alzheimer’s Foundation of 
America to Fund Music Therapy Program for West Michigan Seniors 

Affected by Alzheimer’s Disease 

Funding Will Provide Music Therapy to Hundreds of Seniors Living in 
Memory Care Settings 

NEW YORK (April 13, 2021)—The Alzheimer’s Foundation of America (AFA) has awarded 

grant funding to Senior Sing A-long, in Wyoming, MI, to help fund their music therapy program 

for hundreds of West Michigan seniors living in memory care settings. This comes at a critical 

time when many seniors are combatting isolation, loneliness, and anxiety due to the COVID 

pandemic. 

“Community-based programs are essential as the prevalence of Alzheimer’s disease continues to 

grow.  It is imperative that families have access to support, education and resources so they can 

have a higher quality of life,” said Charles J. Fuschillo, Jr., AFA’s President and CEO.  “We are 

proud to support Senior Sing A-long in delivering much needed services to families in Western 

Michigan affected by Alzheimer’s disease.”    

Jill Dover, Executive Director of Senior Sing A-long, said, “Music therapy is a lifeline for 

seniors living in memory care, especially during this difficult time of increased isolation due to 

the pandemic. Whether we are able to meet safely distanced in person or virtually, the therapy 

sessions provide opportunity for seniors to connect and socialize in ways that restore their 
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vibrance, their happiness, and their hope. We are so grateful for AFA's support in reaching 

vulnerable seniors with the power of music.”      

Senior Sing A-long aims to revitalize the minds and spirits of people in long-term care 

communities using music and other live arts.  They provide music-based programming with a 

focus on seniors and veterans living with Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias.  They offer 

a music therapy program, in which small groups of seniors create music by playing instruments 

to accomplish therapeutic goals. 

This $6,000 grant will help Senior Sing A-long fund its music therapy program by delivering 

more than 1,000 sessions this year, both in person and virtually, serving hundreds of seniors 

living in memory care in approximately 30 West Michigan long-term care communities.  Led by 

a certified music therapist, these sessions can help improve memory recall, promote healthy 

social interaction, facilitate feelings of comfort and recognition, improve mood, and reduce 

depression, stress, and anxiety. 

AFA is able to provide vital services, like this grant, as a result of the generosity of individual contributions, 

sponsorships and fundraising activities. To help support these initiatives or learn more about Alzheimer’s 

disease and resources available to help families affected by it, visit www.alzfdn.org.  
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About Alzheimer’s Foundation of America (AFA): 

The Alzheimer’s Foundation of America is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to provide 
support, services and education to individuals, families and caregivers affected by Alzheimer’s 
disease and related dementias nationwide, and fund research for better treatment and a cure. Its 
services include a National Toll-Free Helpline (866-232-8484) staffed by licensed social 
workers, the National Memory Screening Program, educational conferences and materials, and 
“AFA Partners in Care” dementia care training for healthcare professionals. For more 
information about AFA, call 866-232-8484, visit www.alzfdn.org, follow us on Twitter, or 
connect with us on Facebook, Instagram or LinkedIn.  AFA has earned Charity Navigator’s top 
4-star rating for six consecutive years. 
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